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Car of the Month 

1969 Oldsmobile 98 Holiday Coupe 
By Peter Pandolfi 
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This massive piece 

of automotive his-

tory is owned by 

Scott Patton, the 

current Bull Run 

Region Vice Presi-

dent.  Scott truly 

enjoys American 

full size cars from the 

1960’s and 1970’s as evi-

denced by his 1965 Chrysler New Yorker, his 1974 Cadillac Sedan 

de Ville and this stunning 1969 Oldsmobile 98 Holiday Coupe. 

Scott’s Oldsmobile 98 Holiday Coupe is one of 17,294 produced in 

1969. Oldsmobile used the ‘Holiday’ 

moniker on all pillar less hardtop 

cars in that era. Scott is only the sec-

ond owner of this all original, low 

mileage beauty. The Ninety Eight 

series was the Oldsmobile top of the 

line car since its introduction in the 

1940’s so there are many luxury fea-

tures on this car. For those of you not 

familiar with the era of Detroit Iron, 

Scott’s Olds 98 rides on a 127 inch 

wheelbase and the entire car is near-

ly 19 feet long (about the length of 

2.5 Smart cars). She is powered by the Olds Rocket 455 cubic inch 

engine making 365 horsepower and 510 foot pounds of torque. It 

takes a lot of muscle to move 4350 pounds. Transferring all that 

power to the rear wheels is GM’s ultra-smooth, Turbo Hydramatic 

automatic transmission, and 256:1 axle ratio rear end with optional, 

limited-slip differential. Among her many features, she has a tilt and 

telescoping steering wheel, power antenna, vacuum trunk release 

that makes a pleasing hiss when operated, a rear view mirror with a 

built-in map light, an AM-FM stereo radio, electric power windows, 

vacuum operated power door locks, six-way power front seats and a 

two speed rear window defroster. That may not sound impressive 

compared to the ‘gadget mobiles’ we have today, but in 1969 cars 

did not come any better appointed.  

Continued on page 3 

Scott’s other two land yachts  

Scott’s 1969 Oldsmobile 98 Holiday Coupe 
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LET’S HAVE FUN with OUR AN-

TIQUE, CLASSIC AND OLD 

CARS in 2015! 
 

 

 

 

 

Region Contacts 
 

Bull Run Region Website: 

www.bullrunaaca.org 

Officers 

President:  Bill Holmes 

(703)644-6890  

wholmes2@cox.net 

Vice Pres: Scott Patton 

(703) 474-6909 

klustr18@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Pam Pandolfi 

(703) 754-4668 

pamp.pp25@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Nicki Hudson 

(540) 522-6533 

nancyshudson@msn.com 

Board of Directors 

George Richardson  

(703) 768-1569 

 richardson13@cox.net 

Brandon Bazan 

(703) 361-2492 

bbazan25@gmail.com 

Pete Pandolfi 

(703)754-4668  

Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov 

BRR Website Coordinator 

Bill Holmes 

wholmes2@cox.net 

BRR Sunshine Committee: 

Joann Richardson 

(703) 768-1569 

richardson13@cox.net 

The President’s Page  by Bill Holmes 

We started the year off in high gear!  The Region officers and committee 

chairs have been working hard to reinvigorate the Region.  To date: 

1) We have contacted over 220 AACA members and invited them to 

join the Bull Run Region.  Ten new members joined from this out-

reach plus we have added three additional members through AACA’s 

free membership program.  That’s nearly a 20% increase in member-

ship.  A summer membership drive for non-AACA members is being 

planed by Charlie and Susan Buhl. 

2) The club newsletter, The Clutch Chatter, and Web site 

www.bullrunregion.org have revised formats and increased con-

tent.  Both won AACA awards for 2014. 

3) We distributed the Region survey to all Region members.  Responses 

are starting to come.  Everyone is strongly encouraged to reply as we 

need your comments and ideas to help shape the Regions future. 

4) The monthly meeting format has shifted to “Having Fun with Old 

Cars”.  Only minimal business will be conducted and each month we 

have an exciting and informative speaker lined up. 

5) This month’s meeting on April 12th will be the annual barbecue din-

ner.  Toy collector par excellence Phil Graves will enlighten us with 

a trip back to childhood looking at car toys of the 50s and 60s.  Every 

member is invited to bring along your own historic toy for the mem-

bers display.   

6) Our first club driving activity is planned for April 11 with a day trip 

to the AACA Museum in Hershey.  We have several events in the 

works for the summer 

7) The crowning event for the year will be the 40th edition of the Rohr 

Antique Car Show on September 19 in Manassas.  Plans are well un-

derway and we expect to have a great show.    

Having fun just does not happen though.  It takes participation and vol-

unteerism on the part of every member.  We have the call out now for 

help.  Please consider stepping up for one of the following:  

1) Car of the month club - Steve White and Joe Drago need two more 

people to select and write up articles for the Clutch Chatter and web-

site.  There are no meetings and the article can be created on your 

home computer.  Steve’s plan was to divide up the months and each 

person do 3-4 per year.     

2) New member follow up - Dave Claveloux needs a couple of motivat-

ed members to follow up with new members informing them of club 

events and encouraging their participation.   

3) Program Committee - need 4-6 members to plan out the year’s events 

and coordinate with the event chair to ensure event success.  This 

requires more commitment.  Will need a few meetings to lay out 

event ideas and their general outline.   

4) Club driving event coordinators.  Plan the details of the event, the 

route and activities and other details as needed. 

5) Speaker for club meeting.  If you have in interesting story to tell, 

some interesting expertise or know someone who does let us know. 

6) Rohr Show - we will need 10-20 volunteers for day of the show 

help.  Scott Patton, or one of the show committee members know you 

are interested and will help.  Bill 

http://www.bullrunaaca.org/
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
mailto:klustr18@yahoo.com
mailto:pamp.pp25@gmail.com
mailto:nancyshudson@msn.com
mailto:richardson13@cox.net
mailto:joe.a.drago@gmail.com
mailto:Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
mailto:richardson13@cox.net
http://www.bullrunregion.org/
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Orphan Car Tour!  The 26th annual Orphan Car  

Tour will take place this year on Saturday, June 6 in 

Howard County, Md.  The Tour will start and end at the 

Howard County Fairgrounds in West Friendship, 

Md.  The route will incorporate several stops at points of 

interest in the Ellicott City area. This year's tour will be 

planned by the DeSoto Owners Club of Maryland, one of 

the Tour's sponsoring groups. The schedule, attractions 

and dinner information will be posted, when available, to 

the Tour's official website at 

www.orphancartour.org .  For further information phone 

Jon Battle at (540) 364-1770 or e-mail TourDirec-

tor@orphancartour.org.  The Orphan Car Tour welcomes 

all "orphan" (discontinued-make) cars at least 25 years 

old.  

ODMA Meet!  62nd Old Dominion Meet 

May 22-23, 2015 

Staunton, VA 

Hosted by the W-S Region AACA 

Host Hotel - The Holiday Inn Staunton Conference Cen-

ter 

152 Fairway Lane, Staunton, VA 24401 

540-248-6020 / ODMA Rate $99 per night 

Mark the dates on your calendar now! 
 

 

Car of the Month continued 

Scott enjoys the smooth, quiet luxury ride equal to any 

Cadillac of the era.  In Fall of 2012, Scott purchased his 

coupe in nearly perfect condition despite its age.  To put 

it in Scott’s own words, “I am the second owner of this 

car and when I 

went to go look at 

it last fall I was 

floored at what 

fantastic original 

condition it was 

in, no pitting in 

the chrome, nearly per-

fect interior. Not even 

any wear on the driver’s side of the seat and no wear on 

the floor mats. The car has always been garaged as no 

evidence of ultraviolet damage. I always wanted a nice 

two door car and the price was right.”  The Olds is a 

thirsty lady with a non

-functional gas gauge 

as Scott learned when 

he ran out of gas on 

the way home one day. 

Fortunately, he had a 

safe place to pull 

over and was close to 

home.  Scott is a very 

active member of the 

Region and has been 

in the car hobby 

since the 1990’s.  As 

Scott will tell you, “I 

love all antique cars. I believe they are made to be driven 

and enjoyed. I have little interest in garage queens. To me 

there is nothing like "old car therapy" getting out and 

driving that wonderful machine.”   

Orphan Car Tour Info by Jon Battle 

Olds 98 at home running errands… 

Olds’ signature front end 

…or for a day’s outing! 

April Automotive Trivia Question 

What's the only car to appear simulta-

neously on the covers of Time and 

Newsweek magazines?  

See answer on Page 4 

http://www.orphancartour.org/
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Editor’s Notes   by Peter W. Pandolfi:  

 
 
Bull Run Region AACA  
The Clutch Chatter Editor  
6837 General Longstreet’s Line  
Manassas, VA 20109-2225  

 

My goal is to make this an informative vehicle for 

keeping Bull Run members informed of Club activi-

ties and provide some entertainment.  If you know of 

any upcoming events, please let me know.  I also en-

courage our members to submit articles on events you 

have attended, complete with pictures, for publication 

in the Clutch Chatter.  Have not been to an event re-

cently?  Not a problem.  I would be delighted to re-

ceive articles on some part of automotive history, de-

scription of your restoration project or a discourse on 

a particular skill that you would like to share.  The 

articles do  not need to be long usually between 600 

and 900 words.  Pictures are especially welcome.  

Please submit any articles, pictures or ideas to me at  

email: rr4pwp@gmail.com.   

Deadline for Clutch Chatter Submissions: 

25th of each month for inclusion in the next issue. 

 

April Anniversaries 

 

 

        

April Birthdays    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bull Run Region of the AACA is proud to wel-

come the following new members to the Region.  We 

look forward to enjoying your company at our club 

events. 

 

Alida Alsop Apr 4 

Victor Balancia Apr 4 

Hal Hermann Apr 8 

Pam Pandolfi Apr 9 

Leonard Paquette Apr 14 

Daryl Baker Apr 15 

Nancy Sessler Apr 17 

Eck Blankenship Apr 18 

Cecelia Zampino Apr 22 

Arnold Borsetti Apr 26 

Larry & Linda Pleasants Apr 19 

David & Ada McGlothlin Apr 21 

Welcome New Bull Run Region Members! 

Ed & Pamela Barnette 

Brian Blood  

Charles Degges 

Foster & Wendy Fike  

John & Nancy Germain 

Jerold & Rhea Gilbert  

Art & Gwen Gower 

Nick & Ashely Keapproth 

Stephen & Beverly Keller  

Larry Ledbetter 

Thomas & Sarah McQueen  

Robert Merchant, Jr.  

Jim & Jean Poole  

David & Laura Rininiger  

Garry & Susan Scutt  

Bill & Nancy Winter 

April Trivia Question Answer: 

The Mustang.   
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Meeting Minutes for March 8, 2015 by Pam Pandolfi, Secretary 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm 

at the Manassas VFW building by President 

Bill Holmes leading the club in the Pledge 

of Allegiance and introduced 3 new mem-

bers.  Larry Ledbetter, Steve Keller and Bri-

an Blood. 

 

Bill Holmes reported on the 2015 Member-

ship drive:  we have sent out 228 letters to 

prospective AACA members and so far 6 

have accepted membership with our club.  

Also the survey has been sent to current 

club members, request to have those turned 

in, e-mailed or mailed to Bill as soon as pos-

sible. 

 

Jo Ann Richardson presented the Sunshine 

Report.  Cards have been sent to Jim Cross 

(recovering from heart valve surgery), Pat 

Porter (recovering from knee surgery), Betty 

Shaffer, Scott Patton and Darrell Baker as 

they continue their recuperation. 

 

 NEW BUSINESS: 
Franklin Gage inquired if the club was inter-

ested in attending the annual Strawberry 

Festival held at the Sky Meadow State Park, 

Del Plane, VA.  A commitment of 10 cars 

would be need if we are to commit.  To be 

held on Memorial Day Weekend May 23rd.  

Discussion followed, item was tabled as no 

motion or decision was made. 

 

Reminder for the April meeting the Club 

will provide a BBQ dinner and Phil Graves 

will provide a program on Antique toys.  

Members are encouraged to bring one of 

their own toys to set up for display and pos-

sibly have Mr. Graves explain the story be-

hind your treasure. 

 

The April 11th trip to Hershey to tour the 

AACA museum there will be 3 locations to 

meet up to caravan to Hershey. 

 Sheets gas station at the intersection of 

RT 55 RT 15and I 66 15315 Wash-

ington St, Haymarket, VA 20169, De-

parting at 7:30 a.m.   

VRE Rolling Road Station, 9016 Burke 

Rd, Burke, VA 22015.  Departing at 

7:30 a.m. 

McDonalds in Thurmond, MD on RT 15.   

Questions or information contact Tour Co-

ordinators Ray and Lenita Franklin.  703-

494-6709 or rlemans@verizon.net 

 

May meeting will be May 17th at the VFW 

in Manassas, VA at 4:00 p.m. 

50/50 winner this month was Nikki Hudson. 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm and pro-

gram on The Great Car Race was presented 

by Steve Keller and Brian Blood. 
 

mailto:rlemans@verizon.net
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Bull Run Region Calendar: 

Apr 12, 2015—Monthly Meeting, Manassas VFW 

Apr 11, 2015— Bull Run AACA Museum Tour 

May 10, 2015—Monthly Meeting, Manassas VFW 

May 22-23—ODMA Meet, Staunton, VA 

Jun 6—Orphan Car Tour, Howard County, MD 

Jun XX—Picnic Meeting at Bob & Sandy Mantz 

Area Calendar: 

Apr 9-12—Southeast Spring Meet, Charlotte, NC 

Apr 30-May 2—Eastern Spring Meet, Tidewater Re-

gion, Virginia Beach, VA 

May 9—57th Apple Blossom Meet, Shenandoah Re-

gion, Winchester, VA 

Jun 6—Annual Historic Fredericksburg Car Show, 

Fredericksburg, VA 

National AACA Calendar: 

Apr 22-25—Spring Carlisle, Carlisle, PA 

May 4-6—AACA Southeastern Tour, Pigeon Forge, TN 

May 22-24—Gateway Southern Stampede MCA—
Grovetown, GA 

 

 

Congratulation Bill Holmes and Nathan Clark!  All 

the hard work in upgrading the Bull Run Region web-

site did not go unnoticed.  Bill and Nathan captured the 

2014 AACA Webmasters’ Award of Excellence.  As 

webmaster and technical webmaster this dynamic team 

has developed the website into an attractive and easy to 

use source of information.  If you have not seen it re-

cently go to www.bullrunaaca.org and check it out. 

Congratulation Ralph Lankford and Pete Pandolfi!  

The Bull Run Regions Newsletter, The Clutch Chatter, 

has received the prestigious 2014 AACA Award of Dis-

tinction for local region and chapter newsletters.  The 

award is based on a point system so that no newsletter is 

in competition with any other newsletter.  Ralph was the 

Clutch Chatter Editor for most of 2014 with Pete taking 

the reigns in November. 

Warning!  The Time is Close!:  The Apr il monthly 

meeting is just two weeks away.  As in the past, this 

meeting is doubly special.  The Region will supply or 

annual Bar-B-Q dinner from Virginia Barbeque who is 

the food vendor for our car show.  The second treat is 

that Phil Graves will once again send us down memory 

lane with his presentation of antique toys.  This year all 

members are encouraged to bring a special toy from 

their childhood to augment the presentation.  See you 

there. 

A Busy June is Forecast:  There are many activities 

for this coming June.  Bull Run member Jon Battle will 

once again be organizing the Orphan Car Tour on June 

6.  If the make of your car is no longer in production, 

come and join the fun.  See article on page 3.  If you are 

not available for that, on June 6 the Historic Fredericks-

burg Region is hosting their annual car show.  The His-

toric Fredericksburg Region has always well supported 

our car show so everyone not touring with Jon is en-

couraged to attend the Fredericksburg show.  See flyer 

on page 8.  You say you want more, well here it is.  

June also brings Father’s Day with several car shows to 

pick from.  Locally there is the Annual Car Show at 

Sully Plantation and there is also the Annual Warrenton 

Father’s Day Car Show in downtown Warrenton. 

 

 

Apr 12  Phil Graves “Antique Automotive Toys” 

May 10 Richard Porter “Early Mustangs” 

Jun XX Bob Mantz “Collection Tour” 

Editor’s Note: Jon  Battle is soliciting speakers for the 

rest of the year. Please consider contacting Jon to get 

scheduled to speak about any antique vehicle related 

topic – to include discussing your pride and joy, your 

first car, your first restoration, or any technical topic. 

Got a short movie or friend with automotive skills, these 

resources can be used for a possible presentation.  

 

Member News 

Special Presentation Schedule  

2015 Calendar of Events and Activities 
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On March 8, 2015, members of the Bull Run Region en-

joyed a primer on an automotive event most of us do not 

generally consider.  Some of us have vintage cars we like 

to tour in while others own antiques that only drive in and 

out of the trailer.  Consider for a moment taking your vin-

tage auto-

mobile on a 

road rally.  

New Bull 

Run mem-

bers Brian 

Blood and 

Steve Keller 

have been 

doing that 

with their 1969 Saab since 2005.   

Actually, when they started they used Brian’s daily driver, 

a Toyota Corolla.  Enjoying their first couple of rallies, 

the decided to go in together and purchase a proper rally 

car.  Let’s be clear from the start.  A rally is not a race.  

Your only competition is with yourself.  You drive a spec-

ified course using provided directions and your perfor-

mance is measured against a time standard established by 

the Rally Master.  Sounds simple, right!  Wellll, not quite 

that simple. 

The average rally is run at low speeds.  Safety is always 

the overriding 

concern.  The 

course directions 

are not like 

MapQuest.  They 

are on the line of 

“Travel 26 miles 

per hour for 20 

minutes and turn 

right. Make an 

immediate left 

and increase 

speed to 32 

miles per hour for 15 minutes.”  On a single day rally, you 

will cover about 200 miles that way.  Your car needs to be 

outfitted with a special speedometer that is far more accu-

rate than any stock unit and more finely incremented.  

This speedometer is calibrated at the start of the rally, 

each morning for multiple day rallies, to the Rally Mas-

ter’s speedometer.  The Rally Master is the person who 

designed the course with the aid of a computer program 

that provides precise times for running the route.  The 

closer your time is to the Rally Master’s time the fewer 

points you get.  That’s a good thing since the entrant with 

the closest time to the Rally Master’s time wins.  Starts 

and stops, like for traffic lights or stop signs, are consid-

ered instantaneous by the computer meaning that the com-

puter assumes you went from the designated speed to zero 

or zero to the designated speed instantly.  Regular road 

traffic, since the rally is run on public roads, is also not 

accounted for by the computer.  Does your brain hurt yet? 

So how does one person do all this?  Easy, you have to 

have at least two people in the car.  One is the driver and 

everything is calculated to that person’s reactions and 

driving style.  The other person is the navigator.  If you 

are one of people who just loved those mathematic word 

problems in high school, you have what it takes to be the 

navigator.  According to Steve, the navigator almost never 

gets to see out the 

window.  The navi-

gator is calling out 

the directions to the 

driver and monitor-

ing the speedometer 

and a stopwatch to 

ensure accuracy of 

the route.  It is the 

navigator who must 

calculate all the ad-

justments in driving 

to allow for the in-

stantaneous stops and starts, road traffic and other haz-

ards.  Consistent driving patterns and impeccable calcula-

tions team up to win rallies.  

As previously mentioned, there are one day rallies held on 

weekends.  With various rally clubs all around the region, 

there is plenty of opportunity to experience a vintage car 

rally.  Did I mention that the older the car the better your 

handicap?  Therefore, many rally teams used old classic 

cars for these events.  If you are really up for a challenge, 

you can try entering the Great Race.  Brian and  

Continued on page 8 

Vintage Car Rally Presentation By Peter W. Pandolfi 

Steve and Brian’s 1969 Saab in the Great Race 

2006 Great Race in St. Louis, Missouri 

The impromptu car show on the beach 

after a day of rally driving 
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Vintage Car Rally Presentation continued 

Steve have participated in several of the Great Races in 

the past few years.  The Great Race is a 10-day rally event 

covering 2,000 – 

3,000 miles.  The 

Great Race is lim-

ited to the first 100 

cars registering, 

although they 

sometimes exceed 

that figure by a 

couple of vehicles.  

The entry fee is 

about $5,000 but 

you get a hat and a 

pin.  You get more 

than that of course.  Your room fees are in that cost and 

most of your meals are provided plus you get to partici-

pate in a rolling car show throughout various areas of the 

country. 

Steve and Brian’s presentation was very informative and 

opened our eyes to an aspect of the car hobby many of us 

have not thought about.  They were bombarded by many 

questions from the meeting attendees.  At the conclusion 

of the presentation, Bill Holmes thanked them both and 

presented them with Bull Run Region baseball caps and 

pins since they are now new members to both AACA and 

our region.  Great job, guys!   

Steve and Brian on the hunt for the best 

time 
Street view of 2013 Annual Fredericksburg Antique 

Automobile Show 
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